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How can someone steal your identity? Identity theft 
occurs when someone uses your personal information 
such as your name, Social Security number, credit 
card number or other iden-
tifying information, with-
out your permission to 
commit fraud or other 
crimes. Identity theft is a 
serious crime. 
People whose identities 
have been stolen can spend 
months or years - and their 
hard-earned money - clean-
ing up the mess thieves have 
made of their good name 
and credit record. In the 
meantime, victims may lose 
job opportunities, be refused 
loans, education, housing or 
cars, or even get arrested for crimes they didn't commit.
The Identity Theft and Assumption Deterrence Act of 1998 
allows victims of identity fraud the right to file police reports 
and to recoup damages. It also appoints the Federal Trade 
Commission (FTC) to serve as an advocate for victims by 
assisting them with finding the right law enforcement 
agency to prosecute their case.

1. Contact the fraud department of any one of the three 
major credit bureaus to place a fraud alert on your credit 
file. The fraud alert requests creditors to contact you before 
opening any new accounts or making any changes to your 
existing accounts. As soon as the credit bureau confirms 
your fraud alert, the other two credit bureaus will be auto-
matically notified to place fraud alerts, and all three credit 
reports will be sent to you free of charge.

(continued on page 2)

Is Your Identity 
at Risk?
Tips For Preventing Identity Theft

If you think your identity has been stolen, 
here's what to do:

Tips On Preventing
Identity Theft
Shred or burn  any papers with 
financial information and identifiers, 
such as account numbers or your 
Social Security number. Tearing 
documents in half and throwing them in 
the trash is not enough protection. 

Don't put your Social Security number 
on any document unless it is legally 
required. 

Check your credit  report regularly 
(ideally, twice each year) to make sure 
you recognize all the entries. 

Remove your name  from promotional 
lists operated by credit reporting 
agencies and credit grantors.
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