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Landscape Design: | miscia
mous promise for those

20 M |Sta kes to AVO'd landscaping enthusiasts

willing to plan for it. Don't

Eye-catching and beautiful home landscape allow your home landscape

design is certainly attainable for do-it- design to miss out on the

yourselfers, but there are some common "misjudg- colors offered by autumn's

ments" that should be avoided if all-around satisfaction beauty!

is desired. Therefore, below is a list of 20 mistakes to be 7. Lack of winter interest.

avoided in home landscape design. The mistakes If you live in the North, it is precisely in wintertime that

covered here range from oversights that have practical frae
ramifications to more subtle errors that negatively impact we most need a yard decorlthat V‘;']" b?r;]g us cheer.

your enjoyment (or even your neighbors' enjoyment) of 6. Hanging onto scraggly, unhealthy or

your home landscape design. overgrown plants. )

1. Failure to have a plan. Brown leaves, and sparse foliage do not add beauty to
Ideally, it's best to start from scratch, draw a plan for the your landscape. Overgrown junipers and yews

whole yard, and stick to it. Short of that, try at least to (continued on page 2)
sketch a rough plan for one large area of your yard, and
put all your energy into implementing that plan this year.
2. Straight walkways and planting beds.

A curving walkway provides more visual interest and
softens the boxy shape of your home and property.
Planting beds with curved borders gently guide the eye
around the yard and look more natural and inviting.

3. Having a lawn because you think you should. ource of insects, worms,
For those not attracted to the "green carpet" look or who ass prevents soil erosion,
dislike having to mow grass every week, it's important to s from rainwater and absorb
know that other acceptable options exist, especially for borne pollutants, like dust and ¢
small spaces. ly efficient at converting carbon
4. No theme. process that helps clean the air.
It helps to pick a theme which
suits the architecture of your your lawn properly can both enha
home and the sun exposure of e and contribute to its environme
your yard. When you select his means creating conditions fo
plants at the nursery, place resist damage from weeds, diseas
them next to each other for ts. If you choose to use pesticides
visual compatibility. it means using them with extreme
5. No overall color scheme. e most benefit and reduce any r
Use tried-and-true color
schemes. Monochromatic: our lawn in an environmentall
select one color and its varia- e a bigger impact than you
tions, such as purple, and blend only be a small piece of
lilac, pale purple and eggplant- the country cover a Ic
colored flowers together. and your lawn-care

Analogous: plant related colors,
such as yellows, golds, oranges and reds. Complemen-
tary: select colors opposite each other on the color
wheel, such as purple and yellow or blue and orange.
Remember to select colors which harmonize with your
home's paint color.
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