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Choosing the
Right School for
Your Children

For many families, a
move to a new state or
community means making
difficult  choices. Choosing
from among the wide array of
options of appropriate day
care for younger children or
schools for the older ones can
be a complex and time-consuming chore. Parents need to
examine their own basic values, their child-rearing and
educational philosophies, and each child's needs when
making decisions that will affect their child's future.

For many parents, choosing the best schools for their
children determines other life choices. Newcomers usually
investigate the public school systems thoroughly before
selecting an area in which to settle. Each school district
determines its own curriculum, requirements, and special
programs. However, individual schools within a district can

differ because of variations in
student bodies, individual principals
and teachers, and parental involve -
ment. Neighborhoods with higher
income levels and percentage of
parents with college educations
generally have schools with better
test scores and a larger percentage
of students going on to college. Real
Estate agents are a good source of
information in this area.

In comparing school

districts and individual schools
within each district, the following general questions should

be asked:
« Is the physical location of the school adequate and secure?

* What is the school's teacher/student ratio?

Real Estate

Advisor

* What teaching methods (traditional, open classroom, teamm-
teaching, etc.) are used?

» Observe classes if possible.

* What arts programs are offered?

* What are the special education faciliies and programs in
each school/jurisdiction?

* Is homework given and, if so, how much each night?

* Is there an adequate sports program?

* What extracurricular clubs and interest groups exist?

(continued on page 2)

HOME PLAYGROUND
SAFETY CHECKLIST

TO MAKE SURE YOUR HOME PLAYGROUND
IS A SAFE PLACE TO PLAY:

* Install and maintain a shock-absorbing
surface around the play equipment.Use at least
9 inches of wood chips, mulch, or shredded
rubber for play equipment up to 7 feet high.
Install protective surfacing at least 6 feet in all
directions from play equipment.

Never attach - or allow children to attach -
ropes, jump ropes, clotheslines, or pet leashes
to play equipment; children can strangle on these.
Check hardware for open "S" hooks or
protruding bolt ends, which can be hazardous.
Check for spaces that could trap children,

such as openings in guardrails or between
ladder rungs; these spaces should measure less
than 3.5 inches or more than 9 inches.

Make sure platforms and ramps have
guardrails to prevent falls.

Check for sharp points or edges in equipment.
Remove tripping hazards, like exposed
concrete footings, tree stumps, and rocks.
Regularly check play equipment and
surfacing to make sure both are in good condition.
Carefully supervise children on play
equipment to make sure they are safe.
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