












O t s e g o P u b l i c S c h o o l s

  number of  exciting improvements have
been completed in the Otsego Public

School district. A new high school
opened for the 2007-08 school year. It
includes an academic wing, an 800-seat

auditorium, science labs, computer labs, compe-
tition and practice gyms, indoor walking track,
and a media center with conference and project
rooms. The district’s other buildings have also
been renovated and expanded and the grounds
have been enhanced with more green space and
walkways that connect the high school, middle
school and Washington Street Elementary.

� Buildings: Alamo Elementary,
Dix Street Elementary, Washington
Street Elementary, Otsego Middle
School and Otsego High School

� Total Enrollment: 2,263

� Class Size Averages:
Elementary: 22
Middle School: 25
High School: 24

� Percentage of  graduates: 98.2%

� Percentage of  graduates who further
their education: 50%

Superintendent: Dennis M. Patzer
For more information call (269) 692-6066

Curriculum
In addition to core curriculum courses, the
following classes are available to students:

Elementary
All Day Alternate Day Kindergarten, K Plus
class for kindergartners who benefit from more
intensive instruction, Spanish, Health, Art,
Vocal Music, Physical Education

Middle School
Spanish, Health, Instrumental Music, Vocal
Music, Art, Computers, Technology Education,
Physical Education, Business Education

High School
Advanced Placement (AP) Biology, AP U.S.
History, AP Calculus, AP Literature, Graphic
Design, Art, Computer Education, Web Page
Design, Advanced Computer Applications,
Journalism, Public Speaking. Debate/Speech,
French, Spanish, Family Living/Parenthood,
Instrumental Music, Vocal Music, Physical

Before and/or After School

Programs, Summer Programs

B.A.S.E. (Before and After School Enrichment)

is a latchkey or day care program  available in

all three elementary schools. KinderB.A.S.E. is

a daycare program that is available to All Day

Alternate Day kindergarten students on the

days they do not attend school. The Athletic

Department and Community Education

department offer a variety of  summer camps

and sports camps. Summer B.A.S.E., an all-day

enrichment program, is available from mid-June

to mid-August. Summer Voyagers is an

enrichment program that offers four weeks of

daily activities for students in first through

eighth grades.

High School Schedule

The high school operates on a trimester

schedule. Each day consists of  five classes.

Technological Status

Staff  members receive up to date computer

instruction in a computer lab devoted to staff

training. Course offerings at Otsego High

School include graphic design, web design, and

advanced computer operations. Computer labs,

classroom labs and wireless laptop labs allow

students and staff  to use many applications as

well as the Internet for research. Parents have

online access to their children’s attendance

records and grades at the upper elementary,

middle school and high school levels.

Education, Career Exploration and a wide
range of  vocational courses that are offered at
the Allegan County Area Technical Education
Center
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Programs to Address Drug Use
and/or Violence
On-going character education programs at all

levels including a High School S.A.D.D. chapter,

Middle School S.T.A.N.D. chapter, Post Prom

party and Elementary Conflict Managers.

Programs for Students with
Special Needs
Early Childhood Education Services, Special

Education Services, Hearing, Vision,

Occupational Therapy and Physical Therapy

Services, Early Childhood Developmentally

Delayed class, Developmental Kindergarten,

Title I remedial services, Adult Education,

Alternative Education, The Michigan School

Readiness Program and the Parents as

Teachers program are offered for preschoolers

and their parents.

Parent Support Groups
Athletic Boosters, Band Boosters, Choir

Boosters, Parent Teacher Organizations at all

elementary buildings, Swim Club, Post Prom

Parents, Middle School PTO, Otsego Public

Schools Foundation

Programs for Academically
Advanced Students
Destination Imagination teams, National Honor

Society, High School Quiz Bowl, National

Geography Bee contests, ATYP

Extracurricular Activities

Elementary
Young Authors, Junior Achievement, Conflict Managers, Student Council Government, Otsego

Stars Vocal Music Club, Swim Club, Mad Science, Community Education sports programs for

basketball, volleyball, cheerleading, baseball, softball

Middle School
Student Council, basketball, wrestling, volleyball, cross country, track, football, competitive

cheerleading, STAND, Swim Club

High School
Clubs
Quiz Bowl, Junior Achievement, Student Council, Varsity “O” Club, yearbook, student newspaper,

National Honor Society, Spanish Club, SADD, Art Club, Book Club, Writing Club

Performing Arts
Marching Band, Symphonic Band, Concert Band, Winter Color Guard, Choir, Medieval Dinner

production, musical productions

Sports
(Class B) – Sports offerings include basketball, competitive cheerleading, soccer, tennis, women’s

volleyball, women’s softball, football, wrestling, golf, baseball, cross country, track, swimming

Community Sports
Junior Hoopsters basketball, AYSO, Alamo Little League, Destroyers Wrestling, Tae Kwon Do,

softball, baseball, Rocket Football, cheerleading, ski club, Spikers Volleyball

Otsego



Pa w Pa w P u b l i c S ch o o l s

he Paw Paw Public Schools vision to
maximize each student’s learning

potential drives decisions in the district. We
are working toward adopting methods that

provide for prescriptive instruction, taking
into account each student’s needs and

abilities. We are committed to involving parents
and families in the educational process as we
adopt a family centered focus. We strive to work
collaboratively with all elements of  our
community for the betterment of  our entire
district.

� Total Enrollment: 2,300

� Class Size:
Elementary: 23
Middle School: 24
High School: 24

� Percentage of  graduates: 98%

� Percentage of  graduates that further
their education: 86%

� Number of  National Scholastic
Achievers in the past three years: 5

Superintendent: Mark T. Bielang
119 Johnson Street • Paw Paw, MI 49079
For more information call: (269) 657-8800
Web Site: www.ppps.org

Curriculum
Elementary
The elementary curriculum is aligned to the
State of  Michigan’s Grade Level Content
Expectations. Teachers use a balanced approach
in reading with an emphasis on differentiated
instruction to meet each child’s learning needs,
whether it is increased academic support or
acceleration and enrichment. Our arts curriculum
includes Music, Art and Integrated Arts. Our
curriculum is supported by completely new and
renovated facilities.

Middle School
Our recently renovated middle school is de-
signed to support a curriculum that groups
middle school students in teams. The team
concept helps support the middle school student
academically and emotionally. Besides offering a
standards-based curriculum in the core academic
areas, our middle school offers a wide array of

exploratory courses for our middle school
students. Advanced mathematics offerings
provide accelerated learning along with many
enrichment opportunities in our co-curricular
programs.

High School
Meeting the diverse needs of  students is an
ongoing priority at Paw Paw High School
where each student develops a Career Pathways
Educational Development Plan to assist in
meeting individual student interests, strengths
and needs. A challenging curriculum exists
offering students many opportunities including
vocational and technology training at the ISD
Technology Center and acceleration opportuni-
ties through a wide variety of  Advanced
Placement courses. Our exemplary Fine Arts
program is supported by a 950-seat Performing
Arts Center completed in November 2003.

Technological Status
All buildings have LAN’s, the district is connected
via a WAN with computer labs in the High
School, Middle School, Later Elementary, and
Early Elementary, in addition to computers in
all classrooms. Technology is integrated into all
curriculums. Online access provides parents of
secondary students the ability to view their
student’s attendance, tardies, and grades.

Teaching Strategies/Classroom
Organization
Differentiated instruction throughout the district,
electives at the High School, exploratory classes
at the Middle School, all-day kindergarten and
young fives options at the elementary.
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Parent Support Groups
Parent Advisory Councils, Parent Booster
Organizations for Athletics and Band, PTO

Programs for Gifted Students
Science Olympiad, State and Regional, A.T.Y.P.,
Dual enrollment for college credit, Independent
Study Options, Math Olympiad, National Junior
High Math Competition, Advanced Placement

Programs Promoting a Safe and
Orderly Environment
P.A.L.S. at the secondary level, positive behavior
support at the elementary level

Programs for Students with
Special Needs
At-Risk programs offered at all levels, Pre-K
through adult, Special Education services for all
levels, Classroom aids in elementary and Middle
School, Alternative Education programs for
grades 7-12, TAPP

Before and/or After School
Programs, Summer Programs
Before and after school day care, Before/After
school tutoring, Community Education offers
after school classes and activities, Academic
Summer School for grades K-4

Extracurricular Activities

Elementary
Accelerated Reader, Field Trips, Enrichment Assembly Programs, Safety Patrol, RIF Carnival,
Science Fair, Walking Club

Middle School
Chess Club, Science Olympiad, Student Council, School Newspaper, Band, Choir, Girls’ Basketball,
Boys’ Basketball, Football, Track, Cross Country, Volleyball, Wrestling, Ski Club, Math Club,
Newspaper, German Club, Yearbook, Career Exploration

High School
Clubs
National Honor Society, Key Club, S.A.D.D., P.A.L.S., PEP Club, Quiz Bowl, Science Olympiad,
Ski Club, Student Council, Yearbook

Arts Organizations
Choir, Band, Community Theatre Group - Village Players, Voices of  the  Future, Jazz Band

Sports
(Class B)
Football, Women’s Basketball, Golf, Men’s Soccer, Women’s Tennis, Cross Country, Wrestling,
Men’s Basketball, Volleyball, Track, Women’s Soccer, Ski Team

Community Sports
AYSO, YMCA, Community Education, Red Arrow Soccer, Little Leagues (Boys/Girls), Rocket
Football

Paw Paw



Plainwell Community Schools

t Plainwell Community Schools, we take
great pride in our reputation as an

exemplary school system. Our district is
large enough to provide a multitude of

high quality educational offerings, yet small
enough to care for each individual student and
to work cooperatively with each student’s
family. Our district’s mission is: PreparingPreparingPreparingPreparingPreparing

students  for success  through academicstudents  for success  through academicstudents  for success  through academicstudents  for success  through academicstudents  for success  through academic

excel lence  and strength of  character .excel lence  and strength of  character .excel lence  and strength of  character .excel lence  and strength of  character .excel lence  and strength of  character . We
have faith that you will find Plainwell
Community Schools to be everything you
would expect from a caring, high quality
district dedicated to the education of  each
student we serve.

� Total Enrollment: 2,904

� Class Sizes:
Elementary: 23
Middle School: 28
High School: 26

� Percentage of  graduates: 93%

� Percentage of  graduates that further
their education: 80%

� Number of  National Merit Scholars in
the past three years:
2 Finalists; 2 Commended

Superintendent: Susan Wakefield
For more information call: (269) 685-5823

Fax: (269) 685-1108
Web Site: www.plainwellschools.org

Curriculum
Elementary
Our elementary students are taught a high-
quality and clearly-defined core curriculum in
reading, writing, language arts, mathematics,
science, and social studies. Students also have
classes in music, art, physical education, and
health. We place a strong emphasis on early
childhood and primary literacy education.

Middle School
Our middle school students are also taught a
high quality, clearly defined core curriculum in
English language-arts, math, science, and social
studies from a common core of  teachers. Students
also have two periods to take a rotation of
required and elective courses in music, art,
computers, physical education, industrial
technology, life skills, band, choir, drama,
photography, Spanish, French, and Japanese.

High School
Our high school students receive high quality
instruction in the Michigan Merit Core
Curriculum. They also may choose from a full
range of  over 90 required and elective courses
in English, math, science, social studies,
physical education, foreign languages, music,
art, and career and technical education. Students
of  widely varying needs, interests, and abilities
have many options including Advanced Placement
courses, dual enrollment at colleges and
universities, special education courses, and
classes at the Allegan County Area Technical
Education Center.

School Support Groups
We have active parent organizations at every
school including booster organizations for
athletics and band. Other support groups are
the Communication Advisory Team, District
School Safety Committee, Parent Health
Advisory Group, and an award winning student
mentoring program.

Programs Promoting a Safe and
Orderly Environment
We are a member of  Character Counts and
incorporate character education into our
curriculum. We also have programs such as:
Quest, Lifeskills, Zero Tolerance of  Violence,
Respect and Protect, T.E.A.M., and the Police
Liaison curriculum.



2008 - 2009The information provided about this district or program is accurate as of May 2008 and is subject to change.
Prepared by the Kalamazoo RESA Public Information Department.

Capital Improvement
Plainwell voters passed a capital improvement
bond in May of  2008 to add a new high school
auditorium, enlarge some classrooms, reconfigure
some school offices, upgrade technology, and
improve safety.  All school buildings have been
expanded and remodeled within the last six years.

Programs for Gifted Students
Our Visions Program for Academic Enrichment
provides a broad range of  learning experiences
at all levels of  students’ K-12 education. Pull-out
groups on creative thinking and communication
skills are offered for students in grades K-2.
Junior Great Books programs are provided
throughout our elementary buildings. Before-
school enrichment classes are offered for grades
3-5 and Cluster Grouping for grades 3-6.
Curriculum competitions, Midwest Talent Search
and enrichment classes in a variety of  subjects
are provided for grades 6-8. Honors classes,
dual enrollment opportunities and Advanced
Placement classes are offered in grades 9-12.

Technological Status
There are many new and exciting things
happening in the area of  technology at Plainwell
Community Schools. We are part of  a county-
wide consortium project that will connect us
with each of the other school districts in the
Allegan Area Educational Service Agency
(AAESA), as well as to Kalamazoo’s and Ottawa’s
Educational Service Agencies. Sharing of
internet services, phone services, and other
resources will now be possible. In May of  2008,
voters passed a school bond extension that
allows us to upgrade existing technology

infrastructure and add new technologies to our
classrooms. In 2007 we were able to outfit fifty
classrooms with complete multimedia systems.
The bond extension permits us to outfit the
rest of our classrooms with the same type of
equipment. We will also be able to install
security cameras and a new phone system.

Programs for Students with
Special Needs
Plainwell Community Schools offers a wide
range of  K-12 Special Education classrooms
serving students by educational need and
emphasizing instruction in both regular and
special education classroom settings.

Unique Facilities
Early Childhood Education Center; SAFE
before-and-after-school child care program; 90
acre, four seasons, outdoor environmental lab
located along the banks of  the Kalamazoo
River; “Renaissance” Alternative High School;
Community Education Center; community gym
and pool.

Teaching Strategies
Plainwell teachers are well versed in effective
teaching strategies through a 3-year training
program for new teachers and continuing staff
development. Innovative concepts used include a
nationally recognized early childhood program,
award winning kindergarten centers using a 6
to 1 student teacher ratio, research based
reading and mathematics programs, multiage
classrooms, team teaching, middle school
teaming concept, and service learning.

Extracurricular Activities
Elementary
Junior Great Books, Safety Patrol, Student Chorus, Student Advisory Council, Intramural Sports,
Student Newspaper, Chess Club, NASA Space Camp, Rocket Club, Computer Club.

Middle School
Peace Jam, Challenger Mission, Geography Bee, Student Council, Knowledge-Master Open
(international team competition via computer), National Science Olympiad, National Language
Arts Olympiad, Annual Math League Contest, Choir, Band, Mural Club, Girls’ Basketball and
Volleyball, Boys’ Basketball and Wrestling, Intramural Sports.

High School
Clubs
Forensics Team, Spanish and French Clubs, Student Senate, Newspaper, Yearbook, National Honor
Society, Culture Club, PALS Student Support Group, Power-Lifting Club, Literary Soirée, Peace
Jam and multiple performing arts opportunities in drama and vocal and instrumental music.

Sports
Men’s and Women’s Basketball, Cross Country, Golf, Soccer, Swimming, Tennis and Track; Men’s
Baseball, Football and Wrestling; Women’s Competitive Cheer, Softball and Volleyball.

Community Sports
Trojan Aquatic Club, AYSO and FORCE Soccer Programs, Rocket Football, Northwood Little
League, Jr. Hoopsters, Power Lifting Club, Freestyle Wrestling Club, and Rocket Football Cheerleaders.

Plainwell




