Witpld van Zychlinsk,
Founder of Pearland

he first pecple to roam the land that we know as

Pearland were Karankawsz Incians That was back in

the 14th century and possibly eadier They lived here

for centuries without interaction with other inhabitants,

Then, Buropeans discovered the Texas coastline. In 1328,
Al Nunez Cabeza 8o Vaca landed in Galveston and in the summer
of 1685 La Salle, the French explorer. anchored in Matagorda Bay.
Eventually, the Spaniarde and the Karankawa Indians occupied the
Texas coastline topether. By 1821, the entizg state had fewer than
3,000 non-Indian residents,

A New Era on the Horizon

A new e ememped for Texas when Moses Austin of Missour
obtaned a grant of 200,000 acres of land. That land was set aside for
300 American Families, A Few moriths later Austin died and his sor,
Stephen F. Austin, inherit=d the land project. Sexenty-one of those
300 Amencans chose to make their home in Brazoria County From
the 71 settlecs Dr. Johnsor Calhoun Hunter and Tsrael Massey.came
to live in Peadland. They are the fisst known residents of Pearland,

So How Did Pearland Come to Be?

Like many other dities in America, Pearland exists today because
of the railmad: In 1830, the United Srates Congress granted
federal land m develop milroads. Government leades believed that
railroads would attract setders to undeveloped areas of the Midwest
and the South. And they were fght Thar's exactly how Peacland
was fist found. The Gulf Colorado and Santa Fe Railroads worked
together to constrict a new line connecting Galveston to markets up
north, Arthat ime and for decades following, Galveston was Tewas’
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premier port and the hub of the state rail system. According to the
census of 1880, Galveston had a pepulation of 15,000 cesidents and

was the larpest city in Tesas.

In 1883 a switch and temporary station were built in Pearland. For
a short time it was named the Mark Balt But things changed when
a man named Count Witoid von Zychlinski (proncunced zuh-
LIN-skee) eode into town “behind the reins of a fancy rig down
by a team of black horses,” recounted Julia Martin Hunter to her
grandson Tom Hunter Count Zychlinski and his family were Polish
nability or knights, according to information Tom Hunter recently

Pearland History—
A Look Back in Time

recerved from Zychlinsk?s preat grandson William Willoughby of
lllinois: Zychlinski, our city's foundss, bought 2,560 acres of land
from Brazoria County businessman L.W Murdock He had pear
and other fruit trees planted everywhers to spruce up the praidie
lands. He also developed the town in May 1894. He named east-west
strects Walnut, Pear, Broadway, Jasmine, Plum and Orange. He then
named his property Pearland and filed the plator map for tecard on
September 26, 1894 at the county seatof Angleton,

New Residents Arriving

SM. Chastensen and William T, “Billy” Magee settled in Pearland
and had a significant impact on the city as well. Christensen owned
Southetn Homestead Company, which advertised in newspapers
across Amedca. In an effort to increase the population in Peadand,
Southetn Homestead Company claimed in adwettisements that
Pearland was a Garden of Eden with the lands being fertile and
casily cultivated.  People did in fact stact moving her=. But tough
times Weee just around the cormiet.

-




The Great Storm of 1900 decimated Galveston, but it alsc had an
enormous impact on Peardand. Our city was nearly depopulated after
the Hurncane, even though no one was killed in Pearland. Peopls
just simply fled o other acsas, [v wok more grear adwvertising
entice people to live in coastal communities like Peadand. Just as the
population was returning to its former count; the aty was it by yet
another devastating hurdeane in 1915, Most buildings and homes
were damaged if not destroyed. fs a result of both hursicanes, most
of the pear trees wete tuined and that's why there ared’t many around
today. There is one pedt tree by the Chamber'of Commerce Building
off Liberty Dr. across the street from the Peadand Libracy.

Pearlard Dapot

Sardans Howe!

Moving into the 30s

After surwiving the hurticanes came the Great Deprsssion of the
1930s The estimated population in 1930 was 260. “The 1930s were
rough. but I do’t emember it being hard. People Ived more simply
then. As kids; we had to find entertainment. There was no television
back in the 30s and 405 We had school dances and the whole town
wouldcome to them,” said President of Pearland's Historical Society
Jehn “Mickey™” Mardk. He moved to Pearland in 1940 when he was
11 yeaes old. By 1940, Peacland was an unincorporated village with
350 people living here. There was a post office and 13 businssse
according 1o the Texas Almanac. The city had about the same
population that it hadin 1900. Not much growth atall. “When we
moved to Peardand in 1940, I remember two big dance halls and
there were four or five beer joints. [t was a “honky tonk town™ and
we were known for our dances. Oil fields were booming and rice
ficlds were ev=rywhere | also remember a fabulous ballpark with a
wood fences and stands with dressing rooms under it. But the storm
of 1941 demolished the field” Mark explained.

FEATURE STORY

Bascball was definitely the favorite pastime in Pearfand In fact Tom
Hunter, prandson of Julia Mactin Hunter, found abook titted Roadside
Bagball by Chiris Epting, Quoting Hunter from the Historical Society
Newsletrer, “along with the obvious references to Yankee Stachum,
Fenway Park, and Wrigley Field are descriptions and photographs of
such obscure places... Included in the section on Texas are scveral
old ballpacks one would expect to find: Buff Stadium, Colt Stadium
and the Astrodome. And then, amazingly, on page 162, Zychlinski
Park 2319 Grand Blwd, Peatland. I was astonished when I tumed to
this page How did the place whete [ spent half my childhood, sither
at recess from elemrientary schoel or playing baseball in the summer

Dnllingcrsw at
Hastings 0 Fiald

end up in the same book as the House That Ruth Built?™ He goes
an to say “for neardy two genemtions, the team (as well as the paople

of Pearland) played baseball in Zychlinsks Park, a popular activity

during the depression e

€ € Ialso remember a
Jabulous ballpark with a
wood fence ... 99
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Sailing into the 50s

During the 50s and 605 Pearland didn’t have logal government, so
the Lions Club took on the r=ponsibilities of a govemment. They
implemented the citys first garbape collechon, paved sidewalles,
installed street lights and markers and formed a youth baseball
program with 2 lighted pack Thitgs seemed to be improving and
lifewas getting easier. “Peardand really started 10 grow by the 1960s.
It was no boom town like it i today but it-was growing. In 1964,
Pearland was incorporated,” smid Mark By the 1960s, Pearland
boasted a population of neady 1,500 and there were 41 businesses.

Suburban Gardens Bassball Team,

An Explosion of Growth

Things start=d booming and people started Aooding the small town
of Peacland in the T0s and 80s. According to Pradend, Texas A
Centenral Celghrasion book weitten by Battee Haile, “betoreen 1971
and 1994, an zversge of 58 people moved o town cach and svery
month!™ Thats 2 lot of growth. Butlock atthe sxplosion of growth
otir city has s==n in the last few years, According o the Mayor's 2006
State of the City address, 2610 new homes were started in 2005,
averaging sbout 217 new homes per month, which avemages to about

¢ € Pearland really
started to grow by the 1960s.
It was no boom town like it
is today ... 99
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500 pesple moving to Pearland per month. From 38 people per
month to 500 people per month, that's why our population stands
at 70,558 inside the city limits as of April 2006. Pecple continue
to movwe to Peadand for a2 number of r=asons One is because of
its location to Houston and the Medical Center Another is that
83% of Pearland is cesidential, with 2 number of master planned
commaunities. In addition, the schonls arsgreat and ewcything you
need is inside the city limits, Currently thece are 750 businssses
cepisterad with the Chamber of Commerce Pearland Independent
Schoel Distdct is the larpest employer followed by Wal-Mact and
then the City of Pearand.

Things are ceriainly different #oday then they werz when the
Farankawa Indians roamad the coastal plains or when Count
Zychlinski, tn all his grandeur, ode though town behind a korse
drawn carmage  Our city has blossomed inm a plicewhsre you can
raise a Farnily ant] Feel secure, you can uawind from the stresses of 2
bip city and you can enjoy all the comfors of a relazed community.
Although Pearland is considered one of the fastest prowing
communities in Texzas todag it still retains that small-town gppeal
with big city opporiunifiss. 1l

Sources:

Pearfand, Tecas A Contermial Celehyifion, written by Bartes Haile.

Duorland Historical Society Newsletter; weitten by President
John D. “Mickey” Mark.




This home was builtin 1910 by Johin Howard on Nor Houston St
and has besn occupied by his descandants since hat ume

Interested in the history of

“Old Pearland?

Join the Pearland Historical Scociety,
an organization dedicated to
preserving the heritage and history
of Pearland.

Membership dues: $15 per year
includes subscription to Quartedy
Histonical Society Newsletter

For more information call

Historical Society President,
John D. “Mickey™ Mark

281-485-1751

Did You Know?

The Chamber of Commerce Building off Liberly D s the
oldest building in Pearland, It was actually the old train
depot. [nside you can still see the ticket windows where
they sold train tickets o passengers

Telephore Road g5t its name becalse ILran paraliel with
the first ielephone lines strungfrom Holiston to Alvin

Pearland could have been called Figland because of
the number of fig trees in the area. From the mid-teens
to the 1940s, there were more fig trees than pear trees
in'Peariand. Fig trees brought a considerable amount of;
moneyto farmers in Pearland. Infact there were sa many
figs that Pearland had a figpacking plant-

In 1937, Pearland established Hs first figh school and
adopted the name Ollers because of the mamvoll figlds In
{own, Peariand’s Gllers were here long before the Houstan
Oilers who'cartie about i 1960.

Count Witold von Zychlinski, Pearland’s foundsr orgnally
named our city with & hyphen, Pearland. But within a
year, our Polish noble founder was gone and Southem
Homestead Carripany became the new owrners of the town
Over time) the hyphen wes dropped AL least Zvchlinsk]
saved s from naming his town Zychlinskiviliel Can you
imagine saving thatl

Many roads in Peartand are named aﬂerearlv seli!ers like:

Yost Bivd., Hatfield Rd , UzernRd ., Masse
Rd. and Curniningham St

There ar2 not many pear tregsiint B
that produces frult, by thelGHE
off Liberty Drive.

In the 20s, oll was discovered at Hastl
Pearland also became a rice farmiand. Hie
daminant industry.

The Peariand Oller High Schop
6-man\tﬂ l'L:I.-man In0949
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